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EuroVelo
The European cycle route network as a backbone for the Danube region 



Introduction to ECF and EuroVelo
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Å Umbrella organisation 
representing all national 
and regional cycling 
organisations in Europe

Å Over 80 members in more 
than 40 countries

Å Based in Brussels



EuroVelo, 
the European cycle route network
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Å 17 long-distance cylcleroutes

Å 42 countries

Å Total length of the network is 
almost 90,000 kilometers

Å The routes can be used by long-
distance cycle tourists, as well 
as by local people making daily 
journeys



EuroVelo, 
the European cycle route network
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Å ECF: Brussels based 
European coordination

Å 23 National EuroVelo 
Coordination Centresand 
Coordinators (NECC/Cs)



EuroVelo 6 assessment (4,636km)
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Å Used to survey, assess and certify 
EuroVelo Routes

Å Also used to evaluate the quality of 
EuroVelo (and non-EuroVelo) routes

Å Development of regional, national 
and transnational action plans

European Certification Standard (ECS)



ECS Criterias

ÅRoute infrastructure (route type, traffic, 
ǎǳǊŦŀŎŜΣ ƎǊŀŘƛŜƴǘǎΣ Χύ

ÅAttractiveness, signing, public transport

ÅServices (accommodation, food, bike 
repair, ...)

ÅMarketing



Target groups vs. criteria
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Essential
criteria

Important
criteria

Additional
criteria

Regular
cycle tourists

Occasional
cycle tourists

Demandingcycle tourists:
families with children, road cyclists, 

handbikes, tandems...

100%
of the route

min 70% 
of the route

optional/
aspiration 

level



Infrastructure criteria met by country
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Infrastructure: route components
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Cycle paths
24%

Traffic free
6%

V.low 
traffic
19%

Low traffic
25%

Moderate 
traffic
14%

High traffic
8%

V.high traffic
4%

ROUTE COMPONENTS

The focus in action planning 
should be on sections with:
Åvery high traffic (4%)
Åor high traffic (8%).



Infrastructure: surface quality
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The focus in action planning 
should be on sections that 
are:
Åbadly rideable (1%)
Åor not rideable at all (1%).

Perfectly 
rideable

70%

Well 
rideable

22%

Moderatel
y rideable

6%

Badly 
rideable

1%
Not 

rideable
1%

SURFACE QUALITY



Infrastructure: attractiveness
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Å8 UNESCO sites directly at the river
Å16 protected natural areas
ÅBut 11 km of social-safety challenges (mostly dogs in Romania)

10%

88%

2%
Highly
attractive

Attractive

Monotonous/
unattractive

Vienna, AT



Services and promotion
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Å Many opportunities for accommodation and food 

Å Some sections in Serbia, Romania and Bulgaria 
where this can be a bit more difficult to find

Å Repair shops are missing on several sections, except 
for Germany and Austria

Å Good offer of promotional material on the route as 
a whole (EuroVelo.com, Esterbauer, Huber, 
danube.travel)
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AUSTRIA



Badly rideable surface: Ybbs an der Donau 
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SLOVAKIA



Critical deficiencies: 12 km of badly rideable surface
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HUNGARY



32 km of badly rideable surfaces
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CROATIA



Signing not in line with manual
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SERBIA



62 km of high/very high traffic
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ROMANIA



Critical deficiencies: 286 km of high/very high traffic
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BULGARIA



86 km of high/very high traffic



EuroVelo 6
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